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A TESTIMONY 

Of NeW'York Monthly Meeting concerning our beloved 
friend^ Thomas Hawxhurst, deceased. 

From the rise of our Religious Society it has been 
the practice of Friends to commemorate the lives of 
the righteous, by holding up their example for the 
benefit of survivors. ' In reviewing the labors of those 
faithful servants of the Most High wrho devoted their 
time and their talents to the advancement of the 
Messiah's kingdom, much comfort and encouragement 
have been eiq)erienced. 

Under this impression it is thought right to place 
upon record some account of the gospel labors, and 
distinctive traits in the character of our late beloved 
friend, Thomas Hawxhurst, the subject of the present 
memoir. 

He was bom in the township of Oyster Bay, 
Queen's County, N. Y. in the year 1762. His parents 
were members of our Religious Society. In speaking 
of them he remarks, '* I descended of honest and well 
inclined parents, professors of the principles of 
Friends** — ^^and who endeavoured to guard their 
children from the many allurements and temptations 
by which they were encompassed.*' From the mem- 
orandmiu of our dear friend, it appears that ''at an 
early period of life, he was sensible of the tendering 
impressioiis of Divine Wf%!* 



He was married in the twenty-fourth year of his 
age, to Sarah, daughter of James Wright, residing at 
Bedford, Westchester County, N. Y. About this time 
the American Colonies became involved in difficulty 
with the mother country, — and he so far lost sight of 
the sound Christian principles in which he had been 
educated, as to take an active part in behalf of the 
colonies, in the border warfare, and was disowned for 
participating in warlike movements. 

For several years he discontinued his attendance of 
Friends' Meetings, and seemed in great measure to 
have lost the influence of those ** tendering impres- 
sions" which he had experienced in early life. After 
the restoration of peace, it appears from his own ac- 
eonnt, he was favored to take a calm review of his 
past life, and, finding much therein to condemn, he 
was impressed with serious convictions, and, as faith- 
fulness was abode in, was brought under close exer- 
cise of mind. For several months he attended the 
meetings of another Religious Society, but becoming 
dissatisfied with all set forms of worship, he resumed 
the attendance of our meetings. About the thirtieth 
year of his age he made an acknowledgmejit to 
Friends, and became a member of Shappaqua Month- 
ly Meeting,] 

In his thirty-fifth year he fi;rst appeared in the min- 
istry with the following words: " Surely it is meet to 
be said unto God, I have borne chastisement, I will 
not ofiend any more : that which I see not teach thou 
me : if I have done iniquity, I will do no more,'' Job 
XXXIV. 31. 32. 

He was acknowledged a minister while a member 



of Shappaqoa Mondily If t^etng asd eontmned t<r 
labor in the word as abilitjr was affispded, beiii^ care- 
ful not to exoeed the bounds of Truth's reqnirings. 

In the year It^OO he removed to the city of New- 
York, where he etmtinoed to reade the remainder of 
his life. It was his lot to pass through 'many deep 
trials and provings daring his earthly pilgrimage* 
some of which were of a peculiar character ; but 
amidst all his auctions, he manirested a che^^ul 
resignation of mind, saying, ^ for all I bless thee, most 
for the severe.** His wife was for more than twenty 
years in so feeble a state of health, as to require the 
unremitting attention of her husband and family, — 
and during this period they lost several aduH children : 
yet amidst his varied trials and conflicts, his patience 
and resignation to the Divine will were manifest in a 
remarkable degree. His concern of mind indicated 
that he was desirous that patience should have her 
perfect work. 

His simplicity of manners and strong attachment 
to the doctrines and testimonies of our Religious 
Society, were strikingly exhibited during the trying 
period which preceded the schism in some of the 
Yearly Meetings on the American Continent in 1828. 
He evinced a kind and tender spirit, which increased 
with his declining years; and when reviled, he reviled 
not again. 

Being sound in judgment and deep in religious 
experience, he was particularly useful in the adminis- 
tration of our Christian discipline, and his clearness 
of vision in relation to any departure from the order 
of our Society, continued with him until the last. 



His remarks were mostly short, pertinent, and inslnpc- 
tive ; exciting to a steady attention to Divine comisel 
in Meetings for discipline, and therein to exercise true 
judgment, without partiality or respect of persons. 

In Meetings for Religious Worship he was weighty, 
— solid in his deportment, — sound and edifying in his 
ministry. 

He occasionally visited in gospel love son^e of the 
neighboring Meetings : but being watchful in all his 
movements, he was particularly careful not to leave 
home until he had first obtained the approbation of 
his friends, agreeably to our discipline. 

In the year 1814, with the unity and sympathy of 
his friends, he performed an extensive visit to the 
Meetings within the compass of Philadelphia and 
Baltimore Yearly Meetings, and some parts of North 
Carolina. This service he accomplished to the satis- 
faction of his friends, and to the comfort and peace of 
his own mind. In the year 181d he made a visit to 
several parts of our own Yearly Meeting, and in the 
same year visited the families o( Friends composing 
the Monthly Meetings of Westbury and Jericho. 

He was exemplary in visiting the bed of sickness, 
and many times enabled to administer cmnfort and 
consolation to the afflicted. Having himself drank 
deeply of the cup of suffering, he was the better 
qualified to be made instrumental in imparting relief 
to others ; and on such occasions he would remark in 
the emphatic language of the Psalmist, '^ before I was 
afflicted I went astray ;" yeft, ** it is good for me that 
I have been afflicted ; that I might learn thy statutes/' 
and love, O Lord, thy law. 



He bore a steady testimony against the coitupt 
customs, fashions, and ways of the world, yet he was 
courteous and afiable in his manners, mild and easy 
in his eonversation, and the aim of his life was — 
while seeking to promote the cause of the Redeemer 
on earth — to keep a conscience void of offence to- 
wards God and man. 

He descended the vale of life with great equa-^ 
nimity, looking with Christian resignation towards 
the final close. He was taken sick in Eleventh month 
1842, and continued very ill for several weeks, with 
a spasmodic affection and disease of the heart ; and 
so severe were the paroxysms at times as to deprive 
him of consciousness : but when they subsided he 
was perfectly sensible, and would then say his great- 
est fear was, he might be deprived of his reason, 
whicht previous to his illness he had expressed a 
desire might be continued to the last — in a moment 
he would check himself and say, *' why should I fear 
any evil, I feel so perfectly resigned to the will of my 
Heavenly Father,** — adding, " thy rod and thy staff 
they comfort me" — ^ my prospect is clear and bright."^ 
At another time he said, *' do not holjl me, dear child- 
pen» let me go to that rest prepared for me. I think 
I can say with the Psalmist, * all the days of my ap- 
pointed time will I wait till my change come.' " Ta 
his physician he said, ** doctor, if my pulse indicates 
a near approach to the final close, it will be cheering 
to me," — and to his brother-in-law, who was standing 
near, he observed, " the outward man is distressed 
and distorted, but the inward is all peaceful and 
quiet." His position being changed, he was asked if 
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he lay comfortably : he said, ** O yes, if I could only- 
pass away now, the way looks clear and pleasant." 
Uneiqpectedly to himself and his family, he so far 
recovered as to be able to go out, and attend Meet- 
ings, though in much physical weakness. 

He continued to evince a deep and abiding interest 
in the welfare of our Religious Society, and in the 
promotion of truth and righteousness in the earth. 
A few days previous to his decease, his family being 
collected for the purpose of reading the Scriptures, 
he remarked, " is it possible for those that are in 
health, and in the pursuit of business, to see and feel 
the excellency and immaculate purity of that great 
and Heavenly Being as I have been favored to see 
them, since my sickness and weakness ?" and added, 
** I am furnished with the consoling evidence, that a 
preparation has been mercifully granted, at any 
moment He may please to call.** 

He continued to keep about until the day of his 
death, his strength gradually declining. He was 
frequently heard in the night season, uttering sweet 
petitions to the throne of Grace, for patience and 
preservation through all the remaining conflicts and 
struggles that might be meted out to him. On one 
of his family coming near him while he was in a 
f ery feeble state, he said, " I am ready to query some- 
times, why am I thus detained just within sight of 
the desired port" — ^but added, " secret things belong 
to God, who is my rock of firm support, my shield 
of sure defence." 

On the evening of the day in which he died, he 
walked up stairs with a little assistance, and on being 



seated observed to his daughter, *^ I am brought to a 
very narrow compass." With a little aid his clothing 
was removed, he wound up his watch, laid down, 
and soon after fell into a quiet sleep. In half an hour 
he calmly and sweetly breathed his last, on the 6th 
of Tenth month 1843, in the ninety-second year of 
his' age, and the fifty-seventh of his ministry. 

We doubt not his immortal spirit is at rest in the 
perfect fruition of unalloyed and eternal joy. 

His remains were taken to Orchard Street Meeting 
House, where living testimonies were borne to the 
efficacy of that Divine Grace which had kept and 
sustained him through along life; after which they 
were interred in Friends' burial ground in New- York. 
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